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ABSTRACT

The article discusses phonetic principles — the features of vowel harmony, the way of applying it
in lkan dialect, as well as certain words and forms of the words not following the phonetic
principles.
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INTRODUCTION
The village of Ikan is located on the ancient Silk Road, 20 km south of the city of Turkestan in
the Turkestan region of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the population of which is Uzbeks.

Ikan dialect is also a part of the national Uzbek language. Prof. E. D. Polivanovstated that
according to the vowel system and a number of linguistic features of this dialectincluded it to 1°
type of the group of northern Uzbek dialects of the Oguz dialect (Ikan-Karabulak dialect). V. V.
Reshetovalso agrees with E. D. Polivanov's descriptive work on Uzbek dialects and that the
interpretation of linguistic facts did not raise any objections, concluding thatlkan dialect belongs
to the northern Uzbek group (lkan- Karabulak dialect) of the Qarlug-Chigil-Uyghur dialect
[Reshetov, 1966: 10]. Our observations show that the dialect has more relevance to the Oghuz
dialect due to phonetic, morphological and lexical features. Although some information has
been provided in the scientific literature on the linguistic features of the Uzbek lkan dialect
[Polivanov, 1929: 526-537], no special research has been carried regarding it.

There are many opinions about the phenomenon of vowel harmony of Turkic languages in the
literature, which has been studied in detail in both Turkology and Uzbek linguistics [Abdullayev,
1961; Ashirboyev, 2016; Ibrohimov, 1967; Tenishev, 1984; Mirtojiyev, 2013; Mahmudov, 2006;
Muhammadjonov, 1981; Reshetov V.V., Shoabdurahmonov, 1978;].
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Vowel harmony is a phonetic law related to the nature of the ancient Turkic language. This law
requires that the following syllables be harmonized according to the word stem of the word or
the vowel in the first syllable. The applications of the law of vowel harmony to Uzbek dialects
are different, and in the basic urban dialects and literary language it has lost its relevance. We
will analyze the state of application of this phenomenon in the dialect of Ikan. To begin with, we
will focus on palatal vowel harmony.

In palatal vowel harmony, if the first syllable of the word stem contains the back vowels of the
tongue, then in the last syllables of the word there are also the back vowels of the tongue, and
vice versa, if in the first syllable of the word stem there are the front vowels of the tongue, then
in the last syllables of the word there are, accordingly, the front vowels of the tongue. This
phenomenon of the vowels is also mentioned in the literature. The scientists have claimed that
this case is also appliable with the consonants such as g, g, X, and k, g.

In Ikan dialect, palatal vowel harmony is common and is fully applicable in the second and
subsequent syllables. For example: in words such as vowels harmonize according to the feature
of the language back, a:ja (oyi), ba:ba (bobo), ba:la (bola), ba:qir (chelak), ta:baq (tovoq), a:jna
(ko‘zgu), do:rba(to‘rva), ca:lyi(chovli), ta:mcaq (tomchi), qa:lza(tashqiko‘rinish), ca:yir
(shagal), co:paq (kaltakesak), bolamaq (atala), do:rba, ga:yun, asqultag(zinapoya),
sumyila(xasis), ba:Smaltaq (ovqgatningturi), Qa:vuzyan (qo‘ng‘iz), Sanyillama, qarayla
(kuzatibyur), while in such words , vowels are harmonized by the front language feature, bd:bik
(chagaloqg), t6:man (past tomon), kd:pcek, nd:nd (ada, ota), a:ski (latta), kdzdk (navbat), ¢e:¢ak
(chumchug), i:¢dk, bo:tdk (boshga), &a:pazak (so‘lak), ko:mékdj (qizilo‘ngach), pa:tir
(nonningturi), co:kirtkd (chigirtka), cildirm& (doira), 6:rmacak (o‘rgimchak), s06:l1amak
(sumalak), ka:kirdak (kekirdak).

In palatal vowel harmony of the dialect, it is commonly observed that according to the hardness
and softness of the same vowel, the same harmonization occurs in the words: hd:ma (amma),
kédzak  (navbat), ka:sdk (xomg‘isht), 4:88k  (eshak), &gédr (egar), &:rézan
(ustinikiriarchilmaydigankishilar),a:ndx (elak), t&:lpék (telpak), k&:s& (kosa), harrd (arra),
za:vérak (suvarak), &:sélan (esi past), pisik(mushuk), ti:ndik (mo‘ri), ta:rma (xaskash), atgar

(pismiq), bultur (o‘tganyili), julun(bo‘yinso‘ngagiichidagioqilik) and etc.

There are also two variations of affixes in the dialect and depending on the hardness and softness
of the base vowels and with what sound ends, the one of affixes is applied. For example: plural
affixes: -lar//lar, -nér//nar:k&:mpirldr, 6:jlar, ba:llar,ca:llar,ka:linnér, je:nndr, i:¢innér, a:damnar,
me:ma:nnar, barinnar. Affixes of noun cases: genitive case:-in, -in, //-tim, -un, //-nin, -nin:
L8inkozini biladi. Té:mitin ti:bi ja:riq;O:zijo:yinkdézi joq.Ba:jin aSini bajyuz qo:ryapti;
U:niind:$si (ovozing o‘chsin). Quduyun i¢igi &iisipti.- iin, -unforms ofaffixes ofgenitive case are
not commoni. Accusative form of nouns: -ni//ni: U:rya:ni u:n asi, s6:kkéni s6:k asi. Dative case:-
gi// ya // ki//qa // 4// a: Tiggingi tagadi, tigmigingi ki:sik atadi. O:lmis ba:ligga su:udrapti.
Imtilyan i8ké, Tartinyan ta:§ya. |:t i:tké saladi, i:t qujruyiya. I:timé ha:r, piSigimi na:mis. Ajayina
ba:y, jurdgind da:y.

Instrumental noun case:-dd//da, -td//ta: K&:ndd kaltdk jedim, To:xitgada toqmaq. [:Std
ko:rinméjdi, a:Sta birinéi.
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Prepositional noun case:-din//din, -tin//tin: da:dasidin 6rgandi, a:ldindin aqgan su:, xa:lasidin
so:radi, i:8tin kadi, ba:Stin basladi.

However, word-formers and other affixes also have their own front and back tongue phonetic
variants. For example,-Ki, -gi, -qi, -yi: i$-ki, ke:$-Ki, ki:z-gi, tii:n-gi, sirt-qi, qis-qi, ja:z-yi, baha:r-
Vi

-lik, -liq: kalin-lik, kujov-lik, banda-lik, ba:la-liq, qari-liq, ja:$-liq.

-14, -la:1.L:8ldgéncisld]di,i:81dmagén kisndjdi. 2.Da:lada o:tlap jiirgdn ma:1 Zd: kop. 3.Ke:tin o:tini
otlasan, Se:tin su:ini su:lajsa. In all the examples given above, we see that the word-forming
affixes are added to syllables according to the front and back vowels of the vowels.

This rule applies not only to word-forming affixes, but also to form-forming affixes, for instance:
Bar-a-san-a, kal-a-sén-4, se:n i$-in. // Bar-i§ ba:r, kil-i§ joq. // Bar-yan-in balta-si, kd:gén-in
ke:tmén-i. / Bar-yudaj, ké:-gii¢4j Si:rin so:1-18-di. // A:yiz-lig-qa s6z be:-mé-gén, // A:jag-lig-qa
jo:1 be:-ma-gan.

Hence, the choice of thick-thin variants of affixes in the dialect is based on the nature of the base
vowel and some consonant sounds.

In compound words, the parts are combined according to their hardness and softness, for
example:a:§qa:zan, alaqa:rya, aya:lma, ja:rya:nat, ja: ya$ qa: Siq, a:la¢ipar, a:laxorzin, a:ppar (olib
bor), qaraba:§ (yolg‘iz bosh), su:jila:n, ko:z4:jndk, dkka (olib kel), 4¢¢iS (olib tush), be:Sigii:rtki,
1:tkdjnak, ké:1incii:8ti, 1:tlizlim, ki:linkd:rdi, td:mirtikén, bii:rsliglin, ¢d:kice:§ (soch o‘rish turi).
In the dialect, it can be observed that most of the loanwords from other languages are subject to
vowel harmony.Take Arabic loanwords for example, the back vowels in these words: sa:ndiq,
a:dam,a:vlat,a:sbap, va:da, a:zap, ma:zarat, Sulta:n, Sa:diq, ga:dam, qga:ssa:p, sa:daga, Sa:bir,
sa:vda:, a: 8ig, a:qgibat, a:datand Persian loanwordsdurus, arza:n, a:rdap, Ssa:pin, ba:zar, a:vaz,
a:xur, a:jna, ra:sa, da:ri, a:stana, da:rman, pa:da; it tends to be softer in words such as,t6:mat,
ho:ndr, 1d:nét, hikim, Ra:hild, Sa:ndbér, 4:hdk, ki:pkir, ko:git, né:zik.

Russian loanwords, the front vowels of the following words are harmonized: U:tik, 1&:mpiska,
ta:linkd, bl:liské&//bo:luska, vi:lkd, to:1k& (fagat), ka:mpit (konfeta), ba:nkd, tirdktir, zimpir,
masi:nd, &:dris (adres), aspé:lt, gazi:t, kanse:rt, ka:stim, balni:s§,isto:l.

The words such asO:ddix, a:rza (ariza),pa:lto, pa:spirt, po:sta, po:vur, are harmonized in
accordance to the features of the back tongue vowels.

As any dialect of the Uzbek language, the Ikan dialect has also some distortions of vowel
harmony, it is given in the following:

1. Some loanwords such as ké:lava:t, ma:kéro:n, tilvizo:r, Kdmra:n, Me:riba:n, kila:l, gi:na:,
kita:p, ga:ra:n, me:ma:n, da:stirxa:n, Za:hit, Va:hit, Ha:sijat, hisa:p, i:ntiza:r, da:sma:l, Dilsa:t do
not follow the rule of vowel harmony. The primary long vowel a: (o :) is involved in all these
words. It is noted that in the first syllable of words such as Za: hit, Va: hit, Ha: sijat, the back-
vowel a: is present and accordingly the consonant sounds tend to be pronounced harshly, and in
the following syllables, the vowel and consonant sounds tend to be softly pronounced
accordingly.
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2. There are cases of disharmony in compound words: qu:mséakar, ko:kcaj, su:talma
(olmaningnavi), be:siktoj,kiiiiovta:lat (marosimnomi), jo:I¢ibin, a:qzogar, za:nkojnik (kuydirgi),
¢a:kacandr (tirishgoq), si:rqujruq (ovvoyio‘t), birdtola (biryo‘la), ga:jimbika, ke:squrun,qi:ztaka
(ayolsifaterkak), mékkaga:baq, ba:tacar, ka:linsala:m, ta:mirga:siq, belba:q, qirqga:zak, sirin
ta:mag, a:y6j(oquy - =zalma’nosida), bunna:kiin (o‘tkan kun), a:ldingin, haméto:ti
(ammasininggqizi), ka:lingi:z (qarindoshgakelinbo‘lganqiz), kd:nna:ja (kelinoyi), ¢a:jisti.In these
examples, although the components of a compound word do not match, the front vowel in the
first part and the sounds in the second part do. For example, mikkéa+qa:baq, the front vowels in
the first component of the compound word and the back vowels in the second component are
harmonized. Therefore, it keeps harmony within compound words.

3. Since most of the particles have only single variation, they are not subject to vowel
harmonization.

As the particles of - yu, -da, -aq, -jaqwith only variant of the back vowel, they do not harmonize
with the word stem, only some of them can fit with the words of the back vowels. For example, -
yu: keldi-ku~ k&di-yu, aytdi-ku~e:tti-yu, bordi-ku ~ bardi-yu, qoldi-ku~ ga:di- yu; -da:keldi-da~
kédi-da, aytdi-da~e:tti-da, bordi-da ~ bardi-da, qoldi-da~ qa:di-da; -aq: kelibog~ ké&:baq,
aytibog~e:dibaq, baribog~ baribaqg, golibog~ ga:baq; -jag: o‘zijaq ~ 6:zijaq.

4. The-dog‘on//do:nform of the adjective has only a back vowel variant, such as yotadigan ~

jatadoyon // jatado:n, boradigan ~ baradoyon // barado:n, aytadigan~e:dddoyon // e:dddo:n,
biladigan~ bilddoyon // bilddo:n.

5. The form —inki,—niki, used for formation of the meaning of belonging, the front vowel variant
of it is appliableonlya:yam-inki, xa:lam-inki, sinnim-inki, 6j-inki, tayam-inki, qi:zi-niki, oyli-
niki.

6. The affix -da:yi, used to form adjectives, has only a back vowel variant:

1:8-da:yi, Sd:r- da:yi, ba:laliq-da:yi, ta:y-da:yi, 6j-da:yi, xa:na-da:yi, sinnim-da:yi.

7. Only the back-vowel variant of the -dek (-day)affix, which is used to form assimilation, is
used in the form —daq: pisik-dag, se:n-daq, a:j-dag, qoj-dag, kiin-dag.

8. Incomplete verb —ika (ekan): kd:1addka, ba:raddkd, ojnajdaka, jazadaka...

Labial vowel harmony. Although labial vowel harmony is very rare in Ikan dialect, it is still
present, for example: ti:ndiik (mo‘ri), kiijov (kuyov), bultur (o‘tgan yili), julun (boyin
suyagiichidagi oqilig), tliglin, quduq, qonur (qo‘ng‘ir), qojum, qolum, tiirlik (turli), murun
(burun), nuqul (doim), miiniiz (hayvon shoxi), juduruq (musht), kojniik (g‘am, tashvish), konnii,
kd3iin, ortim and etc.

The examples show that if the first syllable uses the labial vowel, so the vowel with same
features will be in the second syllable. As a result, U-u, u-u or o-o, o-u, 6-6, 6-tiare harmonized in
given forms.

E.D. Polivanov, a scientist who identified several features of the lkan dialect that differ from
other Uzbek dialects, noted that the dialect has more labial vowel harmony features, and that the
labial vowel harmony is more pronounced in ikan dialect rather than in the Turkestan dialect, not
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only in closed syllables(qol-um), but also,he gives the example of the words go-lu, o-qu,
indicating that it exists in the open syllables too [Polivanov, 1929:536].

The following examples illustrate the accuracy of his claim:: i:8ini kor-su, e:r tur-su(erta tursin),
jamanniqtin gorg-su, qo-lu uzun.

In Uzbek dialects, the nature of labial vowel harmony is characteristic of the first two syllables
of words, rarely in the third and fourth syllables [Ashirbaev, 2016: 27]. This form of vowel
harmony is not consistent in the lkan dialect, as in all dialects of the Uzbek language.

F.Abdullayev noted that labial vowel harmony in Oghuz group dialects is very rare, and in the
first syllable of words such as ,otir,glnin if one of the sounds o - 6 or u-i comes, except for some
cases, in the second closed syllable between u with i there is an indefinite sound
pronounced[Abdullayev, 1965: 18]. These views of F. Abdullayevare also supported in our
observations. For example, in the words such as, jugur//jugir, sujug//sujig, o:dun//odin,
urus//uris, urug//uriqg, tazak//tazik,koluk//kolik, qulun//qulin, indeed, it is difficult to distinguish
the pronunciation between the sounds o, 6, u, U and the sounds i, i.

Although the labial vowel harmony is rarely observed in in the thirdsyllables, it is present, for
example: blrsugin (indinga), judurug (musht), tuturug, qusmurun
(qudughamdagattigyerlarnigazishdaishlatiladiganuchlitesha), strgaras, bulduruq
(kishilargaberilganlagab).

In conclusion, the rule of vowel harmony, which lost its force in the urban dialects due to the
historical process, is still well preserved today and used in the Ikan dialect.
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