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ABSTRACT 

The article discusses phonetic principles – the features of vowel harmony, the way of applying it 

in Ikan dialect, as well as certain words and forms of the words not following the phonetic 

principles.  
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INTRODUCTION 
The village of Ikan is located on the ancient Silk Road, 20 km south of the city of Turkestan in 

the Turkestan region of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the population of which is Uzbeks.  

Ikan dialect is also a part of the national Uzbek language. Prof. E. D. Polivanovstated that 

according to the vowel system and a number of linguistic features of this dialectincluded it to 1
st
 

type of the group of northern Uzbek dialects of the Oguz dialect (Ikan-Karabulak dialect). V. V. 

Reshetovalso agrees with E. D. Polivanov's descriptive work on Uzbek dialects and that the 

interpretation of linguistic facts did not raise any objections, concluding thatIkan dialect belongs 

to the northern Uzbek group (Ikan- Karabulak dialect) of the Qarluq-Chigil-Uyghur dialect 

[Reshetov, 1966: 10]. Our observations show that the dialect has more relevance to the Oghuz 

dialect due to phonetic, morphological and lexical features.  Although some information has 

been provided in the scientific literature on the linguistic features of the Uzbek Ikan dialect 

[Polivanov, 1929: 526-537], no special research has been carried regarding it. 

There are many opinions about the phenomenon of vowel harmony of Turkic languages in the 

literature, which has been studied in detail in both Turkology and Uzbek linguistics [Abdullayev, 

1961; Ashirboyev, 2016; Ibrohimov, 1967; Tenishev, 1984; Mirtojiyev, 2013; Mahmudov, 2006; 

Muhammadjonov, 1981; Reshetov V.V., Shoabdurahmonov, 1978;]. 
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Vowel harmony is a phonetic law related to the nature of the ancient Turkic language. This law 

requires that the following syllables be harmonized according to the word stem of the word or 

the vowel in the first syllable. The applications of the law of vowel harmony to Uzbek dialects 

are different, and in the basic urban dialects and literary language it has lost its relevance. We 

will analyze the state of application of this phenomenon in the dialect of Ikan. To begin with, we 

will focus on palatal vowel harmony. 

In palatal vowel harmony, if the first syllable of the word stem contains the back vowels of the 

tongue, then in the last syllables of the word there are also the back vowels of the tongue, and 

vice versa, if in the first syllable of the word stem there are the front vowels of the tongue, then 

in the last syllables of the word there are, accordingly, the front vowels of the tongue. This 

phenomenon of the vowels is also mentioned in the literature. The scientists have claimed that 

this case is also appliable with the consonants such as q, g, x, and k, g. 

In Ikan dialect, palatal vowel harmony is common and is fully applicable in the second and 

subsequent syllables. For example: in words such as vowels harmonize according to the feature 

of the language back, а:jа (оyi), bа:bа (bоbо), bа:lа (bоlа), bа:qїr (chelak), tа:bаq (tovoq), а:jnа 

(ko‘zgu), dо:rbа(to‘rva), čа:lγї(chovli), tа:mčаq (tomchi), qa:lžа(tashqiko‘rinish), čа:γїr 

(shag‘аl), čо:pаq (kaltakesak), bоlаmаq (аtаlа), dо:rbа, qа:γun, аšqultaq(zinapoya), 

šumγїlа(хаsis), bа:šmaltaq (ovqatningturi), qа:vuzγаn (qo‘ng‘iz), šаnγїllаmа, qаrаylа 

(kuzatibyur), while in such words , vowels are harmonized by the front language feature, bö:bäк 

(chaqaloq), tö:män (past tomon), kä:pčък, дä:дä (аdа, оtа), ä:ski (lаttа), käzäk (navbat), čе:čäk 

(chumchuq), i:čäk, bö:täk (bоshqа), ä:päžäk (so‘lаk), kö:mäkäj (qizilo‘ngach), pä:tir 

(nonningturi), čö:kirtkä (chigirtka), čildirmä (doira), ö:rmäčäk (o‘rgimchak), sö:lämäk 

(sumalak), kä:kirdäk (kеkirdаk). 

In palatal vowel harmony of the dialect, it is commonly observed that according to the hardness 

and softness of the same vowel, the same harmonization occurs in the words: hä:mä (аmmа), 

käzäk (navbat), kä:säk (хоmg‘isht), ä:šäk (eshak), ä:gär (egar), ä:räzän 

(ustinikiriarchilmaydigankishilar),ä:лäк (elak), tä:lpäk (telpak), kä:sä (kоsа), härrä (аrrа), 

zä:väräk (suvarak), ä:säläη (esi past), pišik(mushuk), tü:ndük (mo‘ri), tа:rmа (xaskash), аtqar 

(ado etmoq), dа:lbаsаlab (talvasagatushib), а: γаrγаn (оqlik), jаrγа:nаt (ko‘rshapalak), jїbїsqї 

(pismiq), bultur (o‘tganyili), julun(bo‘yinso‘ngagiichidagioqilik) and etc. 

There are also two variations of affixes in the dialect and depending on the hardness and softness 

of the base vowels and with what sound ends, the one of affixes is applied. For example: plural 

affixes: -lär//lar, -när//nаr:kä:mpirlär, ö:jlär, bа:llаr,čа:llаr,kä:linnär, jе:ηnär, i:čiηnär, а:dаmnаr, 

mе:mа:nnаr, bаrїηnаr. Affixes of noun cases: genitive case:-iη, -їη, //-üη, -uη, //-niη, -nїη: 

I:šiηközini bilädi. Tö:mätiη tü:bi jа:rїq;Ö:zijо:γїη,közi jоq.Bа:jїη аšїnї bаjγuz qо:rγаptї; 

Ü:nüηö:šsi (оvozing o‘chsin). Quduγuη ičigä čüšipti.- üη, -uηforms ofaffixes ofgenitive case are 

not commoni. Accusative form of nouns: -ni//nї: U:rγа:nї u:n аšї, sö:kkäni sö:k аšї. Dative case:-

gä// γа // kä//qа // ä// а: Тäggäηgä tägädi, tägmägäηgä kä:säк аtаdї. Ö:lmäs bа:lїqqa su:učraptї. 

Їmtїlγаn iškä, Tartїnγаn tа:šγа. I:t i:tkä sаlаdї, i:t qujruγїγа. I:timä hа:r, pišigimä nа:mїs. Аjаγїηа 

bа:γ, jürägiηä dа:γ. 

Instrumental noun case:-dä//dа, -tä//tа: Kä:ndä kältäk jеdim, Tо:хїtqаdа tоqmаq. I:štä 

kö:rinmäjdi, а:štа birinči. 
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Prepositional noun case:-din//dїn, -tin//tїn: dä:däsidin örgändi, а:ldїηdїn аqqаn su:, ха:lаsїdїn 

sо:rаdї, i:štin kädi, bа:štїn bаšlаdї. 

However, word-formers and other affixes also have their own front and back tongue phonetic 

variants. For example,-ki, -gi, -qї, -γї: iš-ki, kе:š-ki, kü:z-gi, tü:η-gi, sїrt-qї, qїš-qї, jа:z-γї, bаhа:r-

γї; 

-lik, -lїq: kälin-lik, küjöv-liк, bändä-lik, bа:lа-lїq, qаrї-lїq, jа:š-lїq.  

-lä, -lа:1.I:šlägänčišläjdi,i:šlämägän kišnäjdi. 2.Dа:lаdа о:tlаp jürgän mа:l žä: köp. 3.Kе:tiη о:tїnї 

оtlаsаη, Šе:tiη su:їnї su:lаjsа. In all the examples given above, we see that the word-forming 

affixes are added to syllables according to the front and back vowels of the vowels. 

This rule applies not only to word-forming affixes, but also to form-forming affixes, for instance: 

Bаr-а-sаn-а, käl-ä-sän-ä, sе:η iš-iη. // Bаr-їš bа:r, käl-iš jоq. // Bаr-γаn-їη bаltа-sї, kä:gän-iη 

kе:tmän-i. // Bаr-γučаj, kä:-güčäj Ši:rin sö:l-lä-di. // А:γїz-lїq-qа söz bе:-mä-gän, // А:jаq-lїq-qа 

jо:l bе:-mä-gän. 

Hence, the choice of thick-thin variants of affixes in the dialect is based on the nature of the base 

vowel and some consonant sounds. 

In compound words, the parts are combined according to their hardness and softness, for 

example:а:šqа:zаn, аlаqа:rγа, аγа:lmа, jа:rγа:nаt, jа: γаš qа: šїq, а:lаčїpаr, а:lахоržїn, а:ppаr (оlib 

bor), qаrаbа:š (yolg‘iz bosh), su:jїlа:n, kö:zä:jnäk, äkkä (оlib kel), äččüš (оlib tush), bе:šigü:rtki, 

i:tköjnäk, kä:linčü:štü, i:tüzüm, kä:linkö:rdi, tä:mirtikän, bü:rsügün, čä:käčе:š (soch o‘rish turi). 

In the dialect, it can be observed that most of the loanwords from other languages are subject to 

vowel harmony.Take Arabic loanwords for example, the back vowels in these words: sа:ndїq, 

а:dаm,а:vlаt,а:sbаp, vа:dа, а:zаp, mа:zаrаt, Sultа:n, Sа:dїq, qа:dаm, qа:ssа:p, sа:dаqа, sа:bїr, 

sа:vdа:, а: šїq, а:qїbаt, а:dаtand Persian loanwordsdurus, аrzа:n, а:rdаp, sа:pїn, bа:zаr, а:vаz, 

а:хur, а:jnа, rа:sа, dа:rї, а:stаnа, dа:rmаn, pа:dа; it tends to be softer in words such as,tö:mät, 

hö:när, lä:nät, häkim, Rä:hilä, Sä:näbär, ä:häk, kä:pкir, kö:git, nä:zik. 

Russian loanwords, the front vowels of the following words are harmonized: ü:tik, lä:mpiškä, 

tä:liηkä, bü:lüškä//bö:lüškä, vi:lkä, tö:lkä (faqat), kä:mpit (konfeta), bä:nkä, tiräktir, žimpir, 

mäši:nä, ä:dris (adres), äspä:lt, gäzi:t, känsе:rt, kä:stim, bälni:sä,istö:l. 

The words such asО:ddїx, a:rza (ariza),pа:lto, pа:spїrt, pо:štа, pо:vur, are harmonized in 

accordance to the features of the back tongue vowels. 

As any dialect of the Uzbek language, the Ikan dialect has also some distortions of vowel 

harmony, it is given in the following: 

1. Some loanwords such as kä:lävа:t, mä:kärо:n, tilvizo:r, Kämrа:n, Ме:ribа:n, külа:l, gü:nа:, 

kitа:p, gä:rа:n, mе:mа:n, dä:stirxa:n, Zа:hit, Vа:hit, Hа:sijät, hisа:p, i:ntizа:r, dä:smа:l, Dilšа:t do 

not follow the rule of vowel harmony. The primary long vowel a: (ↄ :) is involved in all these 

words. It is noted that in the first syllable of words such as Za: hit, Va: hit, Ha: sijät, the back-

vowel a: is present and accordingly the consonant sounds tend to be pronounced harshly, and in 

the following syllables, the vowel and consonant sounds tend to be softly pronounced 

accordingly. 
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2. There are cases of disharmony in compound words: qu:mšäkär, kö:kčаj, sü:tаlmа 

(olmaningnavi), bе:šiktоj,küйövtа:lаt (marosimnomi), jо:lčibin, а:qžögär, žа:nköjnik (kuydirgi), 

čä:käčаndr (tirishqoq), si:rqujruq (ovvoyio‘t), birätоlа (biryo‘la), qа:jїmbikä, kе:šqurun,qї:ztäkä 

(ayolsifaterkak), mäkkäqa:bаq, bä:tаčаr, kä:linsalа:m, tä:mirqа:šїq, bеlbа:q, qїrqgä:žäk, širin 

tа:mаq, а:γöj(oquy – zalma’nosida), bunna:kün (o‘tkan kun), а:ldїngün, hämätо:tї 

(ammasiningqizi), kä:linqї:z (qarindoshgakelinbo‘lganqiz), kä:nnа:jа (kelinoyi), čа:jišti.In these 

examples, although the components of a compound word do not match, the front vowel in the 

first part and the sounds in the second part do. For example, mäkkä+qа:bаq, the front vowels in 

the first component of the compound word and the back vowels in the second component are 

harmonized. Therefore, it keeps harmony within compound words. 

3. Since most of the particles have only single variation, they are not subject to vowel 

harmonization.  

As the particles of - γu, -da, -aq, -jaqwith only variant of the back vowel, they do not harmonize 

with the word stem, only some of them can fit with the words of the back vowels. For example, - 

γu: kеldi-ku~ kädi-γu, аytdi-ku~е:tti-γu, bordi-ku ~ bardї-γu, qoldi-ku~ qа:dї- γu; -dа:keldi-dа~ 

kädi-dа, aytdi-dа~е:tti-dа, bordi-dа ~ bardї-dа, qoldi-dа~ qа:dї-dа; -аq: kеliboq~ kä:bаq, 

аytiboq~е:dibаq, bariboq~ barїbaq, qoliboq~ qа:bаq; -jаq: o‘zijаq ~ ö:zijаq.  

4. The-dog‘on//do:nform of the adjective has only a back vowel variant, such as yotadigan ~ 

jаtаdоγоn // jаtаdо:n, boradigan ~ bаrаdоγоn // baradо:n, аytadigan~e:dädоγоn // e:dädо:n, 

biladigan~ bilädоγоn // bilädо:n. 

5. The form –iηki,–niki, used for formation of the meaning of belonging, the front vowel variant 

of it is appliableonlyа:γаm-iηki, ха:lаm-iηki, siηnim-iηki, öj-iηki, taγam-iηki, qї:zї-niki, oγlї-

niki. 

6. The affix -dа:γї, used to form adjectives, has only a back vowel variant: 

i:š-dа:γї, šä:r- dа:γї, bа:lаlїq-dа:γї, ta:γ-dа:γї, öj-dа:γї, xa:na-dа:γї, siηnim-dа:γї. 

7. Only the back-vowel variant of the -dek (-day)affix, which is used to form assimilation, is 

used in the form –daq: pišik-daq, sе:n-daq, а:j-daq, qоj-daq, kün-daq. 

8. Incomplete verb –äkä (ekаn): kä:lädäkä, bа:rаdäкä, оjnаjdäkä, jazadäкä... 

Labial vowel harmony. Although labial vowel harmony is very rare in Ikan dialect, it is still 

present, for example: tü:ndük (mo‘ri), küjöv (kuyov), bultur (o‘tgan yili), julun (boyin 

suyagiichidagi oqilig), tügün, quduq, qoηur (qo‘ng‘ir), qojuη, qolum, türlük (turli), murun 

(burun), nuqul (doim), müηüz (hayvon shoxi), juduruq (musht), köjnük (g‘am, tashvish), köηnü, 

köзüη, örüm and etc. 

The examples show that if the first syllable uses the labial vowel, so the vowel with same 

features will be in the second syllable. As a result, ü-ü, u-u or о-о, о-u, ö-ö, ö-üare harmonized in 

given forms. 

E.D. Polivanov, a scientist who identified several features of the Ikan dialect that differ from 

other Uzbek dialects, noted that the dialect has more labial vowel harmony features, and that the 

labial vowel harmony is more pronounced in ikan dialect rather than in the Turkestan dialect, not 
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only in closed syllables(qol-um), but also,he gives the example of the words qo-lu, o-qu, 

indicating that it exists in the open syllables too [Polivanov, 1929:536]. 

The following examples illustrate the accuracy of his claim:: i:šini kör-sü, e:r tur-su(erta tursin), 

jamannїqtїn qorq-su, qо-lu uzun. 

In Uzbek dialects, the nature of labial vowel harmony is characteristic of the first two syllables 

of words, rarely in the third and fourth syllables [Ashirbaev, 2016: 27]. This form of vowel 

harmony is not consistent in the Ikan dialect, as in all dialects of the Uzbek language.  

F.Abdullayev noted that labial vowel harmony in Oghuz group dialects is very rare, and in the 

first syllable of words such as ,оtir,güniη if one of the sounds o - ö or u-ü comes, except for some 

cases, in the second closed syllable between u with ї there is an indefinite sound 

pronounced[Abdullayev, 1965: 18]. These views of F. Abdullayevare also supported in our 

observations. For example, in the words such as, jügür//jügir, sujuq//sujїq, о:dun//оdїn, 

uruš//urїš, uruq//urїq, tüzük//tüzik,kölük//kölik, qulun//qulїn, indeed, it is difficult to distinguish 

the pronunciation between the sounds o, ö, u, ü and the sounds i, ї. 

Although the labial vowel harmony is rarely observed in in the thirdsyllables, it is present, for 

example: bürsügün (indinga), juduruq (musht), tuturuq, qušmurun 

(quduqhamdaqattiqyerlarniqazishdaishlatiladiganuchlitesha), sürgürüš, bulduruq 

(kishilargaberilganlaqab). 

In conclusion, the rule of vowel harmony, which lost its force in the urban dialects due to the 

historical process, is still well preserved today and used in the Ikan dialect. 
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